
 

As you start to receive your financial aid awards from the colleges you have 

been accepted to, it will become much more clear how much money you and 

your family are expected to contribute towards your education. This can be 

covered by loans or paid up-front, but another great option is to apply for 

scholarships. Scholarships are FREE MONEY 

meaning that you will not have to pay back the 

amount of money that you receive. 

It is also important to note that scholarships 

can add up very quickly. Do not brush over a 

scholarship purely because it is not worth a lot 

of money. Smaller scholarships of a few 

hundred dollars add up very rapidly, and in the 

end, may amount to more money than one or 

two scholarships that are worth more.  

Check in with Miss K if you are not sure where to start to find scholarships. 

You can also visit BHS’s scholarship page to learn more about scholarships 

and to see what scholarships BHS offers and to get access to other 

scholarship databases. To visit the BHS scholarship page, use the following 

link: https://www.upperadams.org/Page/2099.  
 

Scholarships can help to make paying for college much 

more manageable. Do not let the application process 

turn you away from getting a scholarship. 
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Junior & Senior 
Checklists 

Have questions on what 

you should be doing? 

Check out these lists! 
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Upcoming Test 
Dates 

Test Dates: 

- Next SAT – March 9th  

-SAT School Day- March 

27th  

- Next ACT – April 13th  

Registration Deadlines:  

- Register for SAT School 

Day starting March 4th  

Register for April ACT by: 

March 8th  

- Register for May SAT by: 

April 5th 

Future Tests: 

- Upcoming SAT – May 4th 

- Upcoming SAT – June 1st  

- Upcoming ACT – June 8th  

 

Pages 2 and 3 

Financial Aid Awards 

Make sure you know what 
your financial aid award is 

telling you and take a look at 
an example award letter. 

College Profiles 

Take a look at some great 
college options near you! 
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Perhaps one of the most important 
pieces of going to college is the financial 
aid award. The amount of aid can 
sometimes be the deciding factor in 
which college you will attend. The 
following page has an example of an 
award letter with the important pieces 
highlighted. 
 
The Award  
 Financial aid award letters typically will 
list the awards towards the top of the letter, 

and are broken down showing how much aid is 
given per semester, followed by total aid. 
However, not all award letters will have the 
same format. On page 3, there is an example 
of an award letter highlighting the various 
sections to give you an idea of what your letter 
may look like. The financial aid package listed 
in this section will include any grants or 
scholarships offered to you by the college, in 
addition to loans and any work study 
opportunities you may expect to have at that 

college.  
 It is important to note that for some of 
these grants, scholarships, or loans, you may 
have to “accept” the award. By doing so, you 
are officially saying that you are including the 
award in your financial aid package. Depending 
on the finality of the award letter, you may 
also be able to alter the amount of money that 
some of the loans are worth. If you have work 
study included in your award, make sure that 
you go through the necessary steps to get a job 

at your college. The income from work study is 
not guaranteed, so you will have to actively 

find a job and work the necessary number of 
hours in order to get the total work study 
income. Remember, if you have ANY questions 

or concerns about your financial aid package, 
call the Financial Aid office at your college 

immediately. The sooner you bring up an issue 
with the financial aid office, the sooner it can be 
resolved. 

 
How Much Do I Pay? 
 Another important distinction to make is 
how much money you will actually be paying 
from the total cost, or your out-of-pocket 
expenses. Out-of-pocket expenses refers to the 
amount that you and your family must pay, earn, 
or borrow to cover the remaining costs of 
college. 

To figure out your total costs, subtract 
the amount of money you will receive in grants 

and scholarships (do not include loans) from the 
total cost of attendance. The number that you 
arrive at will be how much money you will 
contribute to your education. The website Fin 
Aid offers an award letter comparison tool that 
will help you to see how the out-of-pocket costs 
will differ from each school you are considering. 
Miss K is also available to go over your financial 
aid letters with you and your parents if you 
don’t understand what the award letter is 
telling you. You can also visit BHS’s financial 

aid page to learn more about financial aid and 
award letters: 
https://www.upperadams.org/Page/2109.  

 
The Extras 
 Extra costs such as textbooks, 
transportation, and other items will sometimes 
be listed under the total cost for college. 

However, the number presented here is only an 
estimate, and it is very easy to find ways to 
lower this number. By using alternative ways to 
buy textbooks such as buying online, renting 
textbooks, or even borrowing a textbook from 
the library, the total cost for these classroom 
supplies can be significantly reduced.  
 

The “What Ifs” 
 If there is a significant event that occurs 
within your family that alters your family’s 
ability to pay, you need to alert the financial aid 
office immediately. Also, if there is anything you 
feel was not properly represented by the FAFSA, 
you need to give that information to the 

financial aid office. They may be able to change 
how much money is included in your package to 
make it more affordable for you. Never be afraid 
to call the financial aid office with any 
questions, big or small. 
 

Continue onto page 3 to see an example 
financial aid award letter. 

Making Sense of Your 
Financial Aid Award 
Part 1:  
 
What is my Award 
Letter Saying? 

For more information, read this article from Fastweb 

http://www.finaid.org/calculators/awardletter.phtml
https://www.upperadams.org/Page/2109
http://www.fastweb.com/nfs/fastweb/static/QRG_FinancialAidAwardLetters.pdf
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Making Sense of Your Financial Aid Award Part 2: 
 
Where is it in my Award Letter? 

Total Financial aid 

Total Cost 

Amount to 
subtract from 
Total Cost to get 
your Out-of-Pocket 
costs. Use only 
grants and 
scholarships. Do 
not include loans 
to get this 

number. 

Amount of aid per 
semester 

With some scholarships, grants, or loans, you may 
need to accept them. Instructions will be included 
on how to accept the awards either online or by 

mail.  
You may receive subsidized or unsubsized loans. A 
subsidized loan means that interest is paid for you 
during your time in school. You will receive 

directions on how to officially accept these loans. 

Any additional 
costs, such as 
textbooks, 
transportation, or 
supplies will be 
found in this area. 
Work study is also 
listed here as an 
additional form of 

aid. 

The cost per semester is 
found here in the first row. 
In the second row is how 

much money, after financial 
aid, you will be expected to 
pay per semester. 

The estimated amount due can be significantly 
lowered through outside scholarships. You can 
also apply for private loans to help cover any 
remaining costs. This is an important number and 
you should make a spreadsheet comparing the 
total cost of attendance and how much you will 
be expected to pay for each college you have 
been accepted at. 

Your total financial aid is 
determined based on the 
results from your FAFSA, 
and if your school requires 
it, the CSS Profile. 

Remember, this is 
not a bill!! This is 
only an outline of 
what you will 
receive in aid and 
what you will have 

to pay. 

Not all award letters have the same format. This is 

an example of what your award letter may look like. 
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Swarthmore College 
Swarthmore is a small liberal arts college of around 1,500 students 
located in Swarthmore, PA. Swarthmore is about 30 minutes outside 
of Philadelphia, giving students a vital lifeline to the opportunities 
available within the city. Swarthmore is also part of the Tri-College 
Consortium with Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges. Classes are kept 
very small with a student to faculty ratio of 8 to 1. There are over 
40 different majors and programs, with some of the most popular 
being Biology, Economics, English, Linguistics, Political Science, and 
Psychology. Swarthmore is a Division III school with 22 varsity 

athletic teams. 

Read more about some great college options near you! 

College Profiles 

Gettysburg College  
Gettysburg is a small liberal arts college of around 2,700 students. 
With the unique location by such an historic battlefield, Gettysburg 
is at the forefront of education on the American Civil War. On 
average, classes have 18 students, and most classes are discussion 
based, not purely lectures. Some of the most popular majors at 
Gettysburg are Biology, English, History, Environmental Studies, 
Psychology, Economics, Political Science, and Education. In 
addition, Gettysburg College has the Sunderman Conservatory of 
Music, which boasts close to 200 students in the conservatory. 

Gettysburg is a Division III school competing in the Centennial 
Conference. 

HACC at Gettysburg  
HACC Gettysburg is a branch campus of the greater Harrisburg Area 
Community College. Many programs at HACC can be completed in 
their entirety at the Gettysburg campus. Program offerings range 
from certificate programs, to diploma programs, to 2-year associates 
degrees. Some of the most popular programs at HACC Gettysburg 
are the Health Professions and Business/Marketing. HACC Gettysburg 
has recently added some new majors such as the Mechantronics 
certificate program.  

Lock Haven University  
Lock Haven is one of the PA state schools located in the central 
region of the state. Lock Haven has around 5,000 undergraduate 
students with an average class size falling between 25 and 30 
students. Lock Haven recently finished constructing a brand new 
science facility, which adds a new unique flare to the school, in 
addition to other sights such as the river running through campus. 
Some of the most popular majors are the Health Sciences, Business, 
Education, Criminal Justice, and Sports and Fitness 
Administration/Management. Lock Haven is a Division II school, 

however both wrestling and field hockey compete at the Division I 
level.  
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For Seniors: 

It is recommended that you take the SATs during the spring of your junior year if you are 

planning to attend a four-year college. As you can see from the Test Dates on page 1, there are three 

opportunities to take the SAT in the spring. Taking the SAT in the spring will allow you to know what 

areas you may need to improve on and give you a good feel for what the SAT itself is like. That way, 

when you take the SAT again in the fall of your senior year (most likely in October), you will be well 

prepared and ready to take the SAT head on! Knowing how to take the test can make a huge difference 

in your scores the second time around. 

There are many great ways that you can study and prepare for the SAT. The website Khan 

Academy provides personalized, free, and comprehensive study and practice materials that are very 

easy to use. There are also many apps that you can get for your smartphone such as the Daily Practice 

SAT app. Come see the Guidance Office if you would like to know what other SAT study materials there 

are for you. Of course, there is always the official SAT study guide from College Board and other print 

resources. 

Juniors and the SAT: 
Knowing when to take it and how to prepare 
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For Juniors: 

✓ Submit the FAFSA and PHEAA 

applications. 

✓ Complete any remaining college 

applications. 

✓ Keep Miss K and Mrs. Horner informed 

of your plans for life after high school 

✓ Make a spreadsheet to keep track of 

schools you have applied to, their 

deadlines, financial aid information, 

and any other important pieces of 

information. 

✓ Keep visiting schools – If you are on the 

fence about a school, a visit will 

significantly help in your decision 

process. 

✓ Search and apply for scholarships  

✓ Do not be afraid to ask question – Call 

admissions or financial aid with any 

questions you may have. 

✓ Inform Miss K about when you fill out 

the FAFSA, ALL colleges you get 

accepted to, and if you need help 

interpreting your financial aid award 

letter 

✓ Start visiting colleges – it will help 

you get an idea of what type of 

school you are looking for. 

 

✓ Make a spreadsheet of schools you 

are interested in, what their 

application deadlines are, average 

financial aid package, and other 

important information. 

 

✓ Register to take the SAT at least 

once during the fall/summer of your 

junior year (SAT School Day on 

March 27th is a great opportunity to 

take the SAT for the first time) 

 

✓ Talk to friends and family in college 

and see if they will be willing to 

show you around campus. 

 

 

https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat
https://www.khanacademy.org/test-prep/sat
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